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headquarters in favour of one by Toll. This
plan of Toll's, which was then followed, was to
unite the whole army between Leipzig and Alten-
burg, then to cross the river Elster in the direction
of Lutzen and strike for the enemy's flank as
their army approached from the south along the
Leipzig road.

If conditions at headquarters were not all that
could be desired, the spirit and disposition of
the soldiers were beyond praise. It was to this
attitude of the troops to which Gneisenau alluded
when he declared that bravery would decide the
campaign. We have tributes from all sides.
Blucher himself speaks of their good discipline,
though more particularly with reference to their
good treatment of the Saxon inhabitants; while
Boyen, who was very critical in such matters,
relates of the men that their warlike appearance
and their respectable behaviour excited much
comment. "Never," he writes, "did I see troops
which inspired more confidence.]1

The secret lay in the quiet revolution that
Scharnhorst, Boyen himself, and the other mem-
bers of the Military Reorganisation Commission
had so patiently brought about. These were no
longer the criminals, the drunken victims of the
press-gangs, the cowed peasants who had fought
and run in 1806. They were all free men im-
bued with a sense of honour and of their own
importance and aflame with the desire to wipe out
the shame that had been inflicted on their country.